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1. AT THE PRESENT TIME, WE DO NOT SEE HOW US INTERESTS 
WOULD BE ENHANCED BY STIMULATING ANY DISCUSSION WITH THE 
KUWAITIS ON US/KUWAITI COOPERATION IN FIELD OF NUCLEAR 
ENERGY. WHILE KUWAIT'S INTEREST IN FUTURE OF NUCLEAR 
ENERGY IS UNDERSTANDABLE, SO IT IS FOR VIRTUALLY EVERY 
NATION IN THE WORLD - PARTICULARLY ENERGY SHORT ONES. 

AS SEEMS CLEAR FROM REF (C), KUWAITI INTEREST IN NUCLEAR 
POWER IS MOTIVATED TO SOME EXTENT BY ITS POLICY TO HOLD 
DOWN PETROLEUM PRODUCTION AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE AND STRETCH 
ITS OIL RESERVES AS FAR AS POSSIBLE IN THE FUTURE. AT 
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REF (C), WE SHOULD BE PROMOTING NEW HYDROCARBON INTENSIVE 
INDUSTRIES TO DISCOURAGE KUWAITI EFFORTS TO LOWER OIL 
PRODUCTION LEVELS RATHER THAN FACILITATE KUWAITI ACCESS TO 
ALTERNATE SOURCES OF ENERGY. 

2. AS DEPARTMENT INDICATED PREVIOUSLY TO EMBASSY IN 
CONNECTION WITH TREASURY SECRETARY SIMON'S VISIT (REF B), 

WE BELIEVE IT PREMATURE TO DISCUSS US-KUWAITI COOPERATION 
IN NUCLEAR FIELD. FURTHERMORE, THE AVAILABILITY OF 
NUCLEAR FUEL IS LIMITED AND PRIORITY HAS TO GO TO COUNTRIES 
WHICH ARE ENERGY SHORT OR WHOSE ECONOMIES CAN ABSORB LARGE 
QUANTITIES OF POWER. OUR EXPERIENCE WITH CONGRESS RE- 
CENTLY OVER INTRODUCTION OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS IN 
MIDDLE EAST HAS CLEARLY SHOWN THAT JUSTIFYING COOPERATION 
IN NUCLEAR FIELD REGION IS VERY DIFFICULT AND GAINING 
SUPPORT WILL BE A SLOW AND DELICATE PROCESS. 

3. THEREFORE, SUGGEST EMBASSY AVOID DISCUSSION OF 
NUCLEAR ENERGY WITH SHAIKH JABIR AND OTHER KUWAITI 
OFFICIALS. IF THEY PRESS SUBJECT, YOU SHOULD FOLLOW 
GUIDANCE PARA 2 OF REF (B). 

4. ON OTHER HAND, BELIEVE WE COULD USEFULLY UNDERTAKE 
GENERAL DISCUSSIONS WITH KUWAIT ON SEAWATER CONVERSION. 
DEPT OF INTERIOR S OFFICE OF WATER RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY 
WOULD BE WILLING TO SEND A KNOWLEDGEABLE OFFICIAL TO 
KUWAIT TO REVIEW EXISTING DESALTING TECHNOLOGY, HELP 
ESTABLISH INFORMATION RESEARCH PROCEDURES, AND OFFER 
SUGGESTIONS AS TO CHOICES GOK WOULD HAVE FOR SEAWATER 
CONVERSION BASED ON NEW DESALTING TECHNOLOGY ON UNDER- 
STANDING THAT TRAVEL AND PER DIEM COSTS WOULD BE MET BY 
GOK. KISSINGER 
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